Idiopathic cardiomyopathy in C3Hf/Bd mice.
Male and female 16 to 18 month old C3Hf/Bd mice in a dermal carcinogenicity study were moribund or died at earlier time points than the expected 24 to 30 months. Clinical signs observed in both treated and control animals included dyspnea, lethargy, and death. Lesions seen in treated as well as control mice were cardiomegaly with myocardial degeneration and necrosis, hydrothorax and pulmonary edema, and ascites and chronic passive congestion of the liver. Mice were negative for serologic, bacteriologic and microscopic evidence of viruses, bacteria and protozoa which can induce heart lesions. Possible causes of the cardiomyopathy include metabolic, degenerative, genetic or undetermined infectious disease.